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March 9: According to spokespersons for the Catholic Church in Georgetown, Guyana, Catholic
organizations from the Caribbean Commonwealth nations have requested that the Vatican
intervene in the Haitian crisis on behalf of deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide. In a statement,
the National Congress of Democratic Movements (KONAKOM) said the provisional government's
"determination to hold elections at any cost can only delay national unity." The government
appointed a commission to resolve the impasse over the Feb. 23 accord between interim president
Joseph Nerette and the congress within the next 21 days. Commission members are the ministers
of foreign affairs, interior, defense and public works. [See NotiSur 02/26/92 and 03/11/92 for
coverage of the accord mediated by the Organization of American States (OAS).] March 10: An
unidentified legislative source cited by the Agence France-Presse and Radio Metropole in Portau- Prince said the Haitian congress voted to convene a joint session March 12 to prepare an
official response to the Feb. 23 agreement. According to a US government report dated Feb. 29
released to the press March 10, Haitian refugees who have tested positive for the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and judged as having sufficient cause to apply for political asylum will not
be taken to Florida for the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) interview process like
other refugees. The 230 Haitians in these circumstances will remain at the Guantanamo naval
base refugee shelter during interview procedures. Refugee rights advocates have criticized the
decision, since refugees are denied their right to an attorney's counsel. Lawyers are barred from
entry to the Guantanamo shelter. Of the approximately 16,000 Haitians intercepted by the US
Coast Guard, 6,094 met qualifications established by the INS to apply for asylum. Thus far, over
8,700 have been deported to Haiti. In Port-au-Prince, a communique by well-known Haitian
professionals and businesspersons called for an "historic compromise" to end the ongoing political
crisis. The statement said the trade embargo and resulting cutoff of fuel imports have resulted in
the destruction of about 10,000 trees per day, when only 2% of Haiti's forests remain. According to
the statement, over 4 million agricultural workers have been affected by the embargo in terms of
wage levels and food consumption. Over 45,000 workers and 1,800 management personnel have
been laid off in the nation's export sector. Signatories included former education minister Rosny
Desroches, banker Josseline Fethiere and businesspersons Pierre Chauvet and Reinoldl Bonnefil.
March 11: According to the US Coast Guard, despite Washington's decision to deport refugees,
Haitians continue to leave their country bound for the US. The Coast Guard reported that at least
130 were intercepted at sea in the past few hours. Meanwhile, 525 refugees were deported from
Guantanamo on Wednesday. Cuban deputy foreign minister Ramon Sanchez Parodi told reporters
that his government will grant refugee status to 72 Haitians after the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) reviews their request. The official said Haitian authorities have thus far refused
to provide security guarantees for 1,369 refugees who have expressed the desire to return home.
Sanchez Parodi dismissed an accusation by Haitian military officers that the refugees were sent
to Cuba by Aristide to receive training in terrorist activities. March 12: In an interview with Radio
Metropole, senate president Dejean Belizaire said a joint session of the congress to vote on the Feb.
23 accord had been postponed to March 16. Once the accord is ratified, Belizaire and Chamber of
Deputies president Alexandre Medard will meet with provisional president Joseph Nerette to work
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out the details of the transition. Belizaire said he was confident that the provisional government
will support the agreement. The Haitian Rights and Liberties Center (CHADEL) reported 93 serious
human rights abuses in January. CHADEL was founded by interim prime minister Jean Jacques
Honorat. CHADEL denounced abuses by government security forces, such as the murder of prime
minister designate Rene Theodore's bodyguard. In addition, the Center pointed out that the
foreign press only mentioned "in passing" the overthrow of democratically elected presidents in
Georgia and Algeria, and criticized "foreign governments' inconsistent responses," i.e., failure to
impose trade embargoes against the two countries. March 13: At a press conference in Los Angeles,
Aristide insisted that the general amnesty proposed in the Feb. 23 agreement excludes coup leader
Lt.Gen. Raoul Cedras. He said the Haitian constitution prohibits granting amnesty to military
personnel "who commit crimes of war or blood against the Haitian people." March 14: In San
Francisco, Aristide called for dismantlement of Haiti's military regime. He said, "Empty- handed
[and unarmed] Haitians will never be able to neutralize the army. How can we have democracy
if we have the same weapons in the same hands and the same repression?" March 16: According
to media reports in Port-au-Prince, a pro-Aristide senator's bodyguard was attacked outside the
congressional office building by unidentified assailants. Nerette petitioned the Supreme Appellate
Court to determine whether the Feb. 23 accord and congressional ratification procedure are
constitutional. Belizaire reported that the joint legislative session to vote on the agreement had been
postponed to March 18. A full-page ad published in the New York Times called for the immediate
and unconditional restoration of Aristide as president of Haiti, strengthening of the trade embargo
and temporary asylum for Haitian refugees in the US. The ad was paid for by the Quijote/Search
for Peace Center in Maryland and signed by 3,500 individuals and private US organizations. The
provisional government sent a "special representative," businessperson Lord Collins, to persuade
officials in the US, Canada, Mexico and Venezuela to suspend the trade embargo recommended
by the OAS. Collins said he represents the government and 100 Haitian industrialists. According to
Collins, the Feb. 23 accord is "possibly unconstitutional." He asserted that a negotiated solution to
the crisis is possible only if Aristide "respects his agreement regarding Gen. Cedras...The general is
a firm guarantee for us, for the 33% who did not vote for Aristide and have a right to be represented.
Only Cedras can guarantee" national reconciliation. Over the weekend, the Bow Princess oil tanker
arrived in Port-au-Prince carrying 21,584 metric tons of petroleum products. The ship set sail from
Portugal under a Norwegian flag. Another tanker Danish flag out of Senegal offloaded 22,447 MT of
fuel products at the Haitian port. According to the monthly report of a Port-au-Prince human rights
caucus comprised of nine religious and civic organizations, repression is becoming institutionalized
throughout Haiti and the human rights situation is rapidly deteriorating. Repression has taken the
form of systematic looting of rural properties, and the arrest and extorsion of agricultural workers.
The homes of workers unable to pay have been destroyed by fire. The report denounced 18 extrajudicial executions in January and 29 in February, bringing the total number of victims since the
Sept. 30 coup to 459. In the post-coup period, between 1,500 to 2,000 people have been killed by
paramilitary death squads, military personnel and other individuals motivated by revenge. Caucus
organizations include the Program for Alternative Justice, the Reflection and Legal Aid Commission
of the Haitian Conference of Churches, the Justice and Peace Organization, the Legal Assistance
Group, the Center for Social Research and Development Training, the Sant Kal Leve Group, the Karl
Leveque Cultural Institute, the Bureau for Development Research, and the Legal Assistance Service
pertaining to HAVA, a group of non-governmental development organizations. March 17: After
three consecutive years of drought conditions, the interim government declared the northwestern
portion of the country a famine disaster area. According to government officials, an undetermined
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number of people had already died of starvation. Haiti's state-run TV station reported that the
Supreme Court of Appeals ordered an eight-day moratorium on congressional consideration of the
Feb. 23 accord. March 18: According to State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler, Secretary
of State James Baker reiterated US support for the restoration of democracy in Haiti and Aristide's
return to power. Tutwiler said the US government will support OAS efforts to achieve normalization
in Haiti, and activities by the Haitian government to improve the observance of human rights, and
professionalize the nation's security forces. In a letter to members of the Haitian congress, Nerette
said legislators would be violating the constitution by ratifying the accord and that the president
of congress did not have the constitutional authority to convoke a special joint session. Contrary to
the report appearing on state-run TV March 17, Belizaire told foreign journalists he had not been
notified by the Supreme Court of Appeals regarding an eight- day moratorium on a special joint
session to vote on the accord reached in Washington. The Haitian legislature finally convened a joint
session. After legislators opposed to the Feb. 23 agreement walked out in protest, the joint session
was suspended until further notice. According to legislative sources and local press reports, five
legislators were injured during an attack by an anti-Aristide mob when they left the congressional
building. One of the victims implicated the police in the attack, while Deputy Duly Brutus said a
police squad cocked their submachine guns and pointed them at lawmakers just before the special
joint session was suspended. March 19: The US State Department issued a communique which
called on the Haitian congress to approve the protocol, described as the country's only hope. The
statement said, "We regret that the vote on ratification did not occur. We reiterate our strong
support for ratification of the agreement as the best means to restore constitutional rule in Haiti."
Belizaire said lawmakers should reflect on the previous day's "lesson" of violence before convening
another session. In a speech to the National Press Club in Washington, Aristide said he was not
enthusiastic about certain elements of the agreement, such as power sharing with members of
the opposition and the absence of a definitive date for his return from exile. Next, Aristide said
he would not serve as president as long as "coup leaders were still on the job." He added that the
trade embargo by OAS member-nations was the only way for constitutional order to return to Haiti.
March 20: Belizaire said he would convene a joint session of the legislature "as soon as possible."
March 22: Aristide expressed support for an OAS proposal to convert the existing trade embargo
on Haiti into a complete blockade of the country. With a blockade, said Aristide, "the situation in
Haiti would be resolved within days." He said another OAS proposal under consideration was to
revoke the visas of individuals who oppose return to democracy in Haiti. US President George Bush
appointed Alvin P. Adams, currently US Ambassador to Haiti, as Ambassador to Peru. Adams'
replacement has not yet been announced. [Sources: Prensa Latina (Cuba), 03/16/92; Inter Press
Service, 03/09/92, 03/10/92, 03/16/92, 03/19/92; Agence France- Presse, 03/09-12/92, 03/16-20/92;
Associated Press, 03/10/92, 03/17/92, 03/20-22/92; Notimex, 03/11/92, 03/13/92, 03/16/92, 03/18/92,
02/19/92, 03/22/92; Spanish news service EFE, 03/10-12/92, 03/16-18/92, 03/20/92, 03/22/92, 03/23/92]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 3

